The general practitioner provides continuous care for the whole family, and his intimate knowledge of the fears and aspiration of each individual enables him to act as a trusted counsellor in both preventive and curative medicine. Specialists in the community or hospital provide the support he requests. About 25% of the work of the general practitioner concerns Childrenr children, and he recognises that their needs are different from those of patients in other age groups because they are both dependent and
developing.
The general practitioner just described is in the minority. The primary Jults care of children is still divided: general practitioners provide a mainly treatment service (for those who seek it) while the clinical medical officers of the child health and school health services provide a surveillance, prevention, and health education service. General practitioners are performing an increasing amount of preventive work and this will lead eventually to comprehensive care. We describe here some aspects of care in an ideal practice. New entrants to general practice spend a year as trainees in general practice and two years in various hospital posts, which usually include six months in paediatrics. Some experience in the community services is essential, and ideally this would be in addition to the hospital paediatric post.
Not more than one in 10 general practitioners have clinics for the regular surveillance of infants. If a general practitioner is to run his own clinics an attached health visitor is essential. Antenatal care by the family doctor prepares the family for an unrequested home visit after the mother's discharge from the maternity unit. He can then observe for himself the conditions of the family and attitudes that will mould the child's life.
During the first few months of life mothers will readily attend an efficient, welcoming baby and toddlers clinic. The baby can be weighed, a growth chart maintained, and simple advice given which will resolve many problems. The clinic also provides an opportunity for the mother to meet other mothers and discuss mutual pleasures and problems. If 
